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The Cost of Living in the United States in 1938 


E tables in this Supplement to The Con- 
ference Board Management Record bring up to 
date the regular series of indexes of the cost 

of living of wage earners in the United States. 
Figures for earlier dates are published in Tus Con- 
FERENCE Boarp volume entitled “Cost of Living 
in the United States, 1914-1936,” and in the Sup- 

lement to the Conference Board Service Letter, April, 
1938. A detailed description of the method used 


by THe Conrerence Boar in the construction of 


its indexes of the cost of living is found in the vol- 
ume previously mentioned. 

Current indexes of the cost of living as a whole 
and of the major groups of expenditures are pub- 
lished monthly in The Conference Board Management 
Record. Indexes of rent, coal, gas, electricity, and 
carfare in individual cities are published for only 
one month each year, but information relating to 
other months is available to the Associates of THE 
Conrerence Board upon request. 


TABLE 1: INDEXES OF THE COST OF LIVING OF WAGE EARNERS IN THE UNITED STATES, BY SPECIFIED ITEMS, AND 
PURCHASING VALUE OF DOLLAR, 1938 
1923=100 
Source: National Industrial Conference Board 


Date oo Food! Housing ie 
Clothing 

Paniarys ch steeds 87.5 82.0 88.2 76.7 
Hebritaryigncec<kes 25% 86.7 80.1 87.8 76.0 
Raarciieek oe 86.7 80.3 87.5 ES 
April 86.8 81.1 87.2 al 
Mays. eget ore. ae = 2 86.5 80.8 87.0 74.5 
June tb. cee aes 86.7 81.9 86.7 73.9 
Julytse cece. asks 86.5 81.7 86.6 35 
ANQUSE.-..5: askance «ees 85.9 80.1 86.6 73.4 
September... jsceaa+ 3. - 85.9 80.4 86.6 ES 
Wctaber: scsi’. ae 85.8 79.8 86.6 (ESP 
RIM VERIDGE soo. coe ai 85.6 79.5 86.4 Tice? 
December............. 85.8 80.3 86.2 73.0 
Annual average.... 86.4 80.7 87.0 74.3 


Clothing Fuel and Light 
Purchasing 
Sundries | Value of 
Men’s Women’s | Total Fuel Coal Gas and Dollar? 
Clothing | Clothing | and Light Electricity 
83.2 Os 86.3 86.4 97.6 114.3 
823 69.6 86.3 86.4 97.5 PL Sa3 
$1.7 69.2 97.8 PESeS 
S12 69.0 97.6 11522 
80.5 68.5 97.6 115.6 
79.8 67.9 97.5 115.3 
AI= G/F7 97.4 115.6 
79.1 67.6 96.9 116.4 
79.1 67.5 96.8 116.4 
79.0 67-4 96.8 116.6 
7971 67.3 96.8 116.8 
78.9 67.1 96.8 116.6 
80.3 68.2 9728 AS, 


; { ora oe eae Pe nOer, 5 of re | 87- . 69-70, 2 5, pp:71-73 
te: This table brings up to date figures published in ‘‘Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1936, Table 1, pp. 57-61, Table 4, pp. 69-70, Table 
and er 13, p. 98; and in Sapalement to Conference Board Service Letter, April, 1938, Table 1, p. 3, Table 3, p. 5, and Table 4, p. 5. 


1Based on indexes of the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
2Compared with 100 cents in 1923, 


Quotation of statistics and other material in this publication is permitted when due credit is given TUE CONFERENCE BOARD 
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TABLE 2: INDEXES OF RENTS OF WAGE EARNERS’ DWELLINGS IN 173 SPECIFIED CITIES, DECEMBER, 1938 
Source: National Industrial Conference Board 

, | December, 
City 1993 = 100 | Pecembers 1923 =100 | Tong = 160 City 1923 =100 | 1998 = 100 
ego eee a eee Perr Reading’ Pas nee claro 76 aon 79 
Akron’ Ohioweren eee 70-79 80-89 || Huntington, W. Va..... 70-79 90-99 |) Reading; Pa. .a-eeeo: 7 | 
FAllentawn' Pa Scie rea 80-89 80-89 || Indianapolis, Ind....... 50-59 70-79 || Richmond, Va..........] 70-79 a 
Altoona, Pa............. 70-79 80-89 || Jackson, Mich.......... 101-110 | 80-89 |] Roanoke, Va........... Bhi a ena 
Wtlanta;Ga..2 2540. 90-99 | 101-110 }} Jacksonville, Fla........ 101-110 | 111-120 |} Rochester, N. Y........} 90-9 SARs 
Augustana qeac ner mies 70-79 90-99 || Jamestown, N.Y....... t 70-79 || Rockford, Ill........... 90-99 es 
6 j 131-140 

Balt pad crersstare cents 80-89 90-99 || Johnstown, Pa.......... 70-79 80-89 || Sacramento, Calif....... E 
Raesee IN Secret | al0=79 80-99 Kalamazoo, Michiereeer zy 90-99 || Saginaw, Mich......... 90-99 ee 
Beaumont, Tex... 141-150 | 121-130 |} Kansas City, Mo....... 101-110 | 70-79 || St. Joseph, Mo......... 30-39 ARE 
Bellingham, Wash....... 80-89 | 90-99 |] Knoxville, Tenn........ 40-49 | 60-69 | St. Louis, Mo.......... lige 51-160 
Binghamton, N. Y....... 80-89 | 101-110 || Lancaster, Pa.......... 80-89 80-89 || St. Paul, Minn......... 90-99 S| lole 
Birmingham, Ala........ 70-79 80-89 || Lansing, Mich..........] 111-120 | 161-170 |] Salt Lake City, Utah....] 141-150 | 171-180 
Bostont Mass eeetecrercur 101-110 | 101-110 |} Lawrence, Mass........ 1 111-120 |] San Antonio, Tex....... 90-99 ee 
Bridgeport, Conn........ 100 90-99 || Lewiston, Me: ......... : “ San Diego, Calif........ 131-140 | 141- 
Brockton, Mass.......... 121-130 | 90-99 || Lexington, Ky.......... 1 101-110 |} San Francisco, Calif..... 80-89 80-89 
BuftalosiNew Yer ery 80-89 70-79 || Lincoln, Nebr.......... 60-69 80-893) Sani Jose; Califee ne: eae 50-59 60-69 
Buttes Monta ee 90-99 | 101-110 || Little Rock, Ark........ 101-110 | 121-130 || Savannah, Ga.......... 60-69 80-89 
Cambridge, Mass........ 80-89 | 101-110 |) Los Angeles, Calif......] 70-79 | 111-120 || Schenectady, N. Y...... 90-99 90-99 
CamdengNajece cre 80-89 80-89 |} Louisville, Ky..........] 60-69 O19 ma tScrantony basen ane 30-39 70-79 
Cantony@hio mas ae 70-79 | 111-120 || Lowell, Mass........... 70-79 | 101-110 |} Seattle, Wash.......... 90-99 90-99 
Charleston, S.C......... 101-110 | 90-99 || Lynn, Mass............| 50-59 70-79 || Shreveport, La......... a 101-110 
Charleston, W. Va....... 1 30-99 ealleMaconss G tee eerie 70-79 60-69 || Sioux City, Iowa........ 50-59 50-59 
Chattanooga, Tenn...... 90-99 | 101-110 |} Madison, Wis........... 101-110 | 121-130 || Sioux Falls, S. Dak..... 40-49 80-89 
Ghestersibawanne ec. 80-89 70-79 || Malden, Mass.......... “ Somerville, Mass........ 80-89 80-89 
Chicagowl ll em ge. he 70-79 80-89 |] Manchester, N.H...... 80-89 90-99 |} South Bend, Ind........ 80-89 101-110 
Cincinnati, Ohio......... 90-99 80-89 || Memphis, Tenn........ 90-99 80-89 || Spokane, Wash......... 90-99 90-99 
Cleveland, Ohio......... 60-69 80-89 || Meriden, Conn......... 2 80-89 || Springfield, Ill.......... 70-79 | 101-110 
Columbia, S.C.......... 80-89 | 101-110 || Milwaukee, Wis........ 80-89 | 101-110 | Springfield, Mass....... 80-89 | 101-110 
Columbus Gang accel) 2 60-69 || Minneapolis, Minn...... 101-110 | 111-120 |] Springfield, Ohio........ 60-69 80-89 
Columbus, Ohio.......... 80-89 90-993 ie MobilesAlaassecs es 90-99 | 111-120 || Stamford, Conn........ 1 90-99 
Council Bluffs, lowa..... 50-59 | 90-99 || Montgomery, Ala....... 1 101-110 || Superior, Wis........... 50-59 50-59 
Covington, Ky.......... 70-79 | 80-89 |) Muncie, Ind............ 1 80-89 || Syracuse, N. Y......... 90-99 | 111-120 
Dallaswilexs sy. 4c cae 70-79 90-99 || Muskogee, Okla........ z 80-89 || Tacoma, Wash......... 101-110 } 111-120 
Danville Ua ceases 20-29 | 50-59 |) Nashville, Tenn........ 50-59 | 90-99 || Tampa, Fla............ 80-89 | 60-69 
Davenport, Iowa........ 50=59) 121-130) Newark, NoJ. ase 111-120 | 111-120 || Taunton, Mass......... 2 :! 
Dayton; Ohio)jo9<enjons 111-120 | 90-99 |! New Bedford, Mass..... 50-59 80-89 || Terre Haute, Ind....... 50-59 | 101-110 
Denver, Colozeean-. re 70-79 | 101-110 || New Britain, Conn...... 50-59 90-997) || MoledosOhiow sees 70-79 70-79 
Des Moines, Iowa........ 40-49 80-89 || New Haven, Conn...... 90-99 80-89 || Topeka, Kans.......... 50-59 60-69 
Detroit Michie. vec. 2: 80-89 90-99 || New Orleans, La........ 60-69 70-79 || Trenton;.N.J.......... 80-89 | 111-120 
Dubuque, Iowa.......... 90-99 | 101-110 |} New York, N. Y........ 80-89 80-8982 |\eDulsasOklays- tees 101-110 }-111-120 
Duluths\Minne. cet. 100 121-130 |} Niagara Falls, N. Y..... 70-79 20-99 SI UticasINew) qe rte 70-79 80-89 
East St. Louis, Ill........ 80-89 80589) 5 Norfolk; Vas. o.e.04..- 70-79 90-99 || Warren, Ohio........... 60-69 80-89 
Bl Paso, Lexie «stein ds 111-120 | 101-110 |] Oklahoma City, Okla...| 171-180 | 151-160 Washington, D.C...... 3 3 
LOST ae ee eae eee 101-110 | 90-99 |! Omaha, Nebr........... 60-69 | 101-110 |} Waterbury, Conn....... 60-69 80-89 
Evansville, Ind.......... 111-120 | 111-120 |} Paterson, N. J.......... 70-79 60-69 || Waterloo, Iowa......... 131-140 | 101-110 
Fall River, Mass......... 90-99 | 101-110 |] Pawtucket, R.I........ e a Watertown, N.Y....... 1 90-99 
Fitchburg, Mass......... 1 121-130 )sPeoriay lan. 2c saoss 70-79 | 101-110 || Wheeling, W. Va....... 1 90-99 
Phat, Miche a6: . Jj... 80-89 80-89 || Perth Amboy, N.J..... 1 70-79 || Wichita, Kans.......... 60-69 60-69 
Eresno; Calif 28. <to1 a4 1 90-99 || Philadelphia, Pa........ 70-79 70-79 || Wichita Falls, Tex...... 1 80-89 
Fort Wayne, Ind........ 70-79 | 111-120 |} Phoenix, Ariz........... 90-99 70-79 | Wilkes-Barre, Pa....... 80-89 70-79 
Fort Worth, Tex......... 80-89 | 101-110 }| Pittsburgh, Pa.......... 101-110 | 101-110 |} Williamsport, Pa........ 1 70-79 
Gary, Ind........ fades Bag 60-69 80-89 || Pittsfield, Mass......... 1 90-99 || Wilmington, Del........ 70-79 80-89 
Grand Rapids, Mich..... 141-150 | 111-120 |] Portland, Me........... 60-69 60-69 || Wilmington, N.C....... = 80-89 
Hamilton, Ohio.......... 131-140 | 121-130 |] Portland, Oreg......... 70-79 | 111-120 || Winston-Salem, N.C... 1 50-59 
attisbursyeas.ae ae 50-59 80-89 || Portsmouth, Va........ 70-79 90-99 || Woonsocket, R.I...... 1 80-89 
Hartford, Conn........., 90-99 | 80-89 || Providence, R.I........ 80-89 80-89 || Worcester, Mass........ 70-79 80-89 
Haverhill, Mass ......... 30-39 180-89, Pueblo, Colo... esse e.. 90-99 | 90-99 || YorkPa..-.......... 60-69 | s0n89 

N20) S IMIEEC a oem nie - pOunircy STNG at S88 ee 1 80-89 || Youngstown, Ohio...... 121-130 | 101-11 
Houston Vexsceman tee 50-59 80-89 Racine, Wis............1 111-120 | 90-99 : : : 


Note: This table brings up to date figures published in “Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1936,” 
ment to Conference Board Service Letter, April, 1938, Table 2, pp. 4-5 


Table 2, pp. 62-67, and Table 3, p. 68; andin Supple- 
1Added to the study in December, 1928, hence the indexes are not available on a 1923 base. 


2No report. ‘Inadequate reports. 
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TABLE 3: INDEXES OF RETAIL PRICES OF COAL FOR HOUSEHOLD USE IN 95 SPECIFIED CITIES, NOVEMBER, 1938 


Source: National Industrial Conference Board 


1923 =100 


December, 1928 =100 1923 =100 December, 1928 =100 
Locality Anthracite Bitu- Anthracite Bitu- Locality Anthracite Bitu- Anthracite Bitu- 
Sie oe minous shock shest minous ren pest: minous Stare Chest: minous 
United States........ Boe La Slee edo eS S55) 185.8 
South (Continued) 

Rast eckk i oewae i 84.5 | 80 83.8 | 83.4 | 82.4 Nashville, Tenn..... : z ; Z US). 7 
Altoona s Pa O.cene- 1 - . - New Orleans, La....} 94.0} 90.5 | 104.7 | 92.7] 91.1] 86.6 
Baltimore, Md......| 88.8 | 76 54.5 | 68.0 | 70.5 Onl eINonfolkssVialgeranecen : ; : S6n ie |ESOste |i 95e3 
Boston, Mass....... 100.2 | 94 74.6 | 83.7 | 84.4 .7 || OklahomaCity,Okla.| 4 : 3 2 2 4 
Bridgeport, Conn... 48.3 9 | 81.0 | 81.0 | 114.1 |] Richmond, Va...... 1 1 ae 811018331 105.8 
Buftalas Nose 2 94.1 87 8405) | 86.7, | 8925 | 101.1 


Roanoke, Va........ 


1 1 1 , 
Cambridge, Mass...| 102.0 | 100. 70.6 | 80.4 | 80.9 | 97.8 || San Antonio, Tex... 1 2 ; 2 3 96.0 
Eres Pat 2. caes 1 A 1 Tia PS le ens 133.9)\eSavannah, Ga.aees. z z 1 98.4 | 94.6} 90.5 
Fall River, Mass....} 88.3 | 92 108.0 | 83.1 | 82.6 | 113.7 || Wheeling, W. Va.... : i : = A 107.9 
Hartford, Conn..... 1 1 : 84.9 | 86.9 ieee Winston-Salem,N.C.] 1 : 4 Zi 4 94.7 
Holyoke, Mass...... 1 1 1 S623) 18729) |) no. 
Middle West......... 89.2 | 95.2] 85.8 | 86.5 | 93.1 | 100.8 
Lancaster, Pa...... 1 1 1 80.2 | 83.7 | 86.8 |] Akron, Ohio........ 1 : 1 94.3 |100.2 | 111.9 
Lawrence, Mass..... 82.0 | 80.5 | 89.9 | 87.9 | 90.7 | 119.1 |] Chicago, Ill......... 127.3 | 126.2 | 90.9 | 95.9 | 93.7 | 101.5 
Lowell, Mass........ 81.1 87.8 : 83.4 | 87.6 | 91.3 || Cincinnati, Ohio.... 2 2 70.1 2 2 113.1 
Lynn, Mass....<.... B22 aoe 8h a 95.251 94-4, 195.4 91.0 |} Cleveland, Ohio..... 91.4] 97.8} 80.9 | 88.9} 91.5] 99.1 
Manchester, N.H...| 71.6 |. 70.7 | 102.5 | 82.0 | 82.8 | 114.4 |! Columbus, Ohio..... 2 84.7 2 2 114.4 
Newark, N. J....... 68.1} 65.5 3 81.3 | 84.6 ine 7 Derenpors ie ents : : ; 2 } 1 ; : 
New Bedford, Mass. 1 1 1 86.4 {100.9 : Des Moines, Iowa... 7 
New Britain, Conn..| 62.3 | 67.6 | 125.7 | 80.2 | 81.4} 91.8 |} Detroit, Mich....... 69.9 | 67.4 oe 80.0 ee ae 
New Haven, Conn..} 84.7 | 78.7] 78.4] 85.1 ee ae pula Blige, ee 130.2 17.4 ” ee oie olieoaks 
INew York, N.. Yo £.21% 335 85.9] 88.6 | 76.8 < 3 ort Wayne, Ind.... : : : 
Philadelphia, Pa....| 67.1] 64.0| 70.7 | 69.9 | 73-9] 88.1 | Grand Rapids, Mich) 74.7 | 72.7) 72.7 | 75.5 | 75.8 oe 
Pittsburgh, Pa...... 2 2 89.2 2 99.3 || Indianapolis, Ind....| 2 : 100.1 : : é 
Portland, Me....... 72.4 | 72.2| 67.2] 75.3 | 75.6|. 83.5 |} Kansas City, Mo....} 2 87.0 : ; iy : : 
Providence, R.T....} 87.5 | 83.0] 74.6] 82.1 de 90.1 ypc eae ee a >| 76.1 | 74.3 | 83.7} 96.4 | 102.7 
Rochester, N. Y..... 103.2 | 102.4 2 86.1 : ilwaukee, Wis..... : : ; : s j 
Schenectady, N. Y..| 88.9} 91.7] * | 81.7] 85.0] 2 Minneapolis; Minn..] 95.8 | 98.0 97.8 90.9 | 94.4 1 
Scranton, Pa........ 1 1 5 75201 1 cout 5 Omaha, Nebr....... 2 : 5 : : re 
Springfield, Mass....| $4.0 | 85.1 | 69.9 | 88-9 | 90.2 | 105.9 || Peoria, Uy th aort : ; 1 |e00177.61 98.8 
ST eee eek eoeoe ines ete IN 36.1 | 86.4 | 128.2 | 84.5 | 87.1 | 111.2 
a renton aN: J..at:.¢ 94.8 VE 712015 84.4 107025) 10/6. 5-1103.. 3: cSt. Louis; Moun’ az , 
Washington, D.C...) 81.1 | 89.7] 86.1 | 81.7 | 84.9] 99.6] St. Paul, Minn...... 9502 15.97 8. 109 <3 a oe ee 
Seeagion, Del. eh e818 | F557 Ne Ooo te : : ae oy pen ee : ; : peak neeatls ees 
1 1 1 : é ou ; ores : : . 
petite at +. Springfield, Tll...... 1 ; t asli* le Me | 118s 
South doce i ee 88.5 | 93.7] 93.3] 89.6 95.3 9 we Toledo, Ohio........ 1 89.0 : 
Ga585.5 2 2 94.1] 2 SS. 
Bipaeeet Ala....| 2 3 88.7} ? . 80.2 || Wichita, Kans......) 1? : ; : ; ee 
Charleston, 6. ----] 81.0] 82.7] 81.3] 91.4) 921) 97.5 | Youngstown, Ohio...) * 
1 1 1 2 : 5 7 
CeeiapeeKdcccliae™ | by orcfmantld fea] | tothe Uae weoesca <2itel 4 | ate ate cal tal rag 
’ Bellingham, Wash... : : art : 5 96.5 
Dallas, Tex......... 2 2 ieka| 3 ; 86.2 || Butte, ro Seistoietars : : rales A 739 
Fi Paso,( Seka: cons.% 1 1 4 : on . oe ee — mee : Ae 4 . 96.9 
POL Ge CX: cca 1 2 z OS » wiaie , : 2 
Teele Bia, | 91.7 | 82.6] 83.7] 83.7] 83.7) 95.8 Portland, Oreg...... ; 2 | 106.2 Bibs 
lle. 1 1 1 2 97. , 
Knoxville, Tenn..... Smee: was mr : : 5 7 ‘ i ae 
Little Rock, Ark....]  ? 2 84.4] 2 3 98.1 |] Salt Lake City, Mee ; ; 32.71 2 - 85.2 
Ae 2 2 70.0) 2 2 80.1 || San Francisco, Calif. ; 
Louisville, Ky....... 3 Rene ah 0 2 Oe 124.4 
Macon, Ga......... 2 Z 103. : 103.9 || Seattle, rg - 7 é 2 97.1 
Memphis, Tenn. . 2 J 86.4] ? 3 es Spokane, Wash..... 
Mobile, Ala......... 1 1 1 4 97. 


f mn" : ; andin 
Note: This table brings up to date figures published in ‘Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1936,” Table 6, pp. 74-77, and Table 7, pp. 78-79; 
Supplement to Conference Board Service Letter, April, 1938, Table 5, pp. 6-7. 
1Added to the study in December, 1928, hence the indexes are not available on a 1923 base. 
2No indexes because little of this type of coal is sold. 
3No report in 1923, hence no indexes. 
4Inadequate reports. 
5No report. 
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TABLE 4: INDEXES OF THE COST OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY FOR HOUSEHOLD USE IN 174 SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1938 


Source: National Industrial Conference Board 


me 


Gas Electricity Gas Electricity Gas Electricity 
j ’ : City = 23 =|,June 
ea 1923 =| June. |1923 =| June, City 1923 =| June 1923 =| June. 1923 1923 =|1978 = 
100) [ieee | too es, 100 [P9751 100. |" 490 100 0 | 100 
eet ees —- ; 76.4 
AKON ONION nicciviciw a 186.7 | 98.8 | 69.5 | 69.5 |lHuntington, W. Va.t..|150.0 ]150.0 | 67.5 | 67.5 |[Racine, Wis.......... 92.6 63.9 
Allentown, Pa........| 97.7 | 97.7 | 73.1 | 73.1 |[Indianapolis, Ind..... 73.9 | 89.5 | 76.6 | 82.5 ||Reading, Pa......... 94.1 66.1 oe 
Altoona, Pa.t.........] 30.0 }100.0 |100.0 {100.0 |Jackson, Mich........ 3 100.0 3 70.4 ||Richmond, Va........ 100.0 55.4 ae 
Atlanta, Gays. 4. <. 54.8 | 54.8 | 66.9 | 66.9 Fen ites Blader 97.8 1100.0 | 85.7 | 85.7 |lRoanoke, Va......... 100.0 60.7 es 
Augustas\Gawe ccm vc 82.4 | 82.4 | 60.3 | 60.3 |Jamestown, N. Y.2...] 3 {100.0 3 69.6 ||Rochester, N. Y...... 100.0 72.9 d 
Baltimore, Md.......}100.0 {100.0 | 64.3 | 73.5 |Johnstown, Pa.!...... 100.0 1100.0 |100.0 |100.0 |!Rockford, Ill......... 95.0 62.7 | 69.0 
Bayonne, N.J....... 106.8 |111.3 | 76.3 | 76.3 Eee 9 Mich....} 3 96.2 3 75.0 |\Sacramento, Calif. 59.5 78.2 fee 
Beaumont, Tex 2... 3 90.7 3 71.6 |\\Kansas City, Kans.!. .| 99.1 94.5 {100.0 |100.0 Saginaw, Mich? 25 50.0 70.4 0. 
Bellingham, Wash....] 3 76.9 3 71.4 ||Kansas City, Mo.t....]100.0 }100.0 | 72.6 | 77.8 ||St. Joseph, Mo.!...... 48.5 Phere Wk? 
Binghamton, N. Y.2. .{103.5 |103.5 | 84.8 | 89.6 ||Knoxville, Tenn...... 85.6 | 87.7 | 62.6 | 62.3 |\St. Louis, Mo.?....... 110.5 80.4 | 80.4 
Birmingham, Ala.....]100.0 {100.0 | 59.0 | 59.0 ||Lancaster, Pa........ 100.0 |100.0 | 73.1 | 73.1 |[St. Paul, Minn....... 120.0 56.201 6275 
reed Mass. ....... 100.0 }104.2 | 65.5 | 73.2 |ILansing, Mich.t...... 72.0 | 72.0 | 78.6 | 78.6 |Salt Lake City, Utah!) 54.8 739121329 
Bridgeport, Conn..... 96.7 {100.0 | 66.7 | 83.3 ||Lawrence, Mass...... 94.1 |101.1 | 56.6 | 70.8 San Antonio, Tex.1...| 74.0 55.6 | 69.4 
Brockton, Mass...... 97.3 |100.0 | 84.7 | 90.0 |ILewiston, Me........ s 1100.0 3 83.9 ||San Diego, Calif.1....| 80.5 67.0 | 77.6 
Buffalo, N. Y.2....... 108.3 {100.0 | 84.2 | 97.4 ||Lexington, Ky.1...... 3 1124.2] 3 | 80.8 |ISan Francisco, Calif.1.| 69.0 72.0 | 77.2 
Butte, Mont.t........ 3 23.8 3 87.5 Preccke Nebr.tivis.o 50.6 | 51.9 | 96.8 | 96.8 ||San Jose, Calif.1 3 3 78.2 
Cambridge, Mass..... 92.0 |100.0 | 58.8 | 62.5 |ILittle Rock, Ark.t....]114.3 |100.0 | 64.3 | 64.3 |Savannah, Ga........ 86.2 67.3 | 67.3 
Camden? Ns }tes arcs 106.8 |111.3 | 76.3 | 76.3 |ILos Angeles, Calif.t...]106.5 |106.5 | 78.6 | 88.0 |Schenectady, N. Y 90.8 68.7 | 66.8 
Canton, Ohiot........ 105.0 | 98.8 | 66.7 | 66.7 |[Louisville, Ky.?....... 66:7) |-66.7 InGln 7) 1 6hay aocranton, ana. 101.7 60.3 | 60.3 
Charleston, S.C...... 9073-9043. 157.1) |-57 51 |Lowell, Mass. )...... 95.4 |100.0 | 74.0 | 78.1 |\Seattle, Wash........ 103.0 90.7 | 90.7 
Charleston, W. Va.1..] 3 {150.0 3 67-5: \leynny Miasewene ad. 92.3 |100.0 | 58.0 | 72.5 ||Shreveport, La.t...... 8 3 ype 
Chattanooga, Tenn...} 84.9 | 88.6 | 57.5 | 57.5 ||Macon, Ga.l......... 51.5 | 51.5 | 60.3 | 60.3 |Sioux City, Iowa..... 84.0 Sha hal ake! 
Chester Patek ann 77.9 }100.0 | 77.8 | 77.8 ||Madison, Wis........ 3 92.6 3 69.5 ||Sioux Falls, S. Dak.1.. 3 3 The? 
Chicago, Tl.2ss2 3. 23 106.6 {110.8 | 85.0 | 93.2 ||Malden, Mass........ 3 102.1 3 64.5 |ISomerville, Mass. .... 94.2 65.5 | 73.2 
Cincinnati, Ohio?..... 145.0 | 96.7 | 47.0 | 52.0 |IManchester, N. H....| 92.5 {100.0 |} 72.5 | 79.0 ||South Bend, Ind..... 98.4 1F29°| 4129 
Cleveland, Ohio!...... 71.4 | 66.7 | 80.0 | 80.0 ||Memphis, Tenn.!..... 59.6 | 59.6 | 72.8 | 72.8 |[Spokane, Wash....... 102.0 76.5) | 9223 
Columbia, S$. C....... 3 {100.0 3 70.1 |IMeriden, Conn....... @ 1102.5 3 82.4 |Springfield, Illt...... 67.0 87.2} 87.2 
Columbus, Ga.1....... 8 52.9 3 54.3 ||Milwaukee, Wis......|102.4 [102.4 | 58.1 | 74.7 ||Springfield, Mass. 100.7 61.3 | 91.9 
Columbus, Ohio!..... 117.8 {110.4 | 70.6 | 70.6 |Minneapolis, Minn.?. ./101.5 |109.0 | 59.5 | 59.5 ||Springfield, Ohiot. 120.0 Tpleste) el RS) 
Council Bluffs, Iowat.}| 2 | 64.3] * | 86.0 |Mobile, Alat......... 59.2 | 54.9 | 54.6 | 54.6 |[Stamford, Conn...... U 3 |100.0 
Covington, Ky.1...... 161.1 | 96.7 | 43.5 | 43.5 |IMontgomery, Ala.t...] 3 61.7 3 64.7 |ISuperior, Wis........ 3 3 {100.0 
Dallas, Tex.!......... 143.0 |100.0 | 79.0 | 79.0 |IMuncie, Ind......... 3 1100.0 3 82.9 ||Syracuse, N. Y.?...... 91.2 78.2 | 78.2 
Danvilles Mit. > = ose 3 87.6 8 65.7 ||Muskogee, Okla.1..... 3 62.5 3 68.5 |[Tacoma, Wash....... 100.0 90.0 {100.0 
Davenport, Iowal....| 75.4 | 75.4 | 60.8 | 60.8 ||Nashville, Tenn...... 73.0 | 73.0 | 49.6 | 54.6 |[Tampa, Fla.......... 9955 17.3. | 835 
Dayton, Ohio!l........ 133.:0-], 9550: | 615.19) -65..3=||Newark; N; Jesse. o- 106.8 {111.3 | 76.3 | 76.3 |[faunton, Mass....... 3 3 52.4 
Denver, Colo.1....... 94.7 |100.0 | 78.8 | 93.3 |New Bedford, Mass...|100.0 {100.0 | 52.9 | 66.2 ||Terre Haute, Ind..... 100.0 90.8 | 90.8 
Des Moines, Towa?...} 86.5 | 86.5 | 70.3 | 70.3 |New Britain, Conn...| 93.8 |100.0 | 82.4 | 82.4 |[Toledo, Ohiol........ 93.1 Mes A SRS 
Detroit, Mich.t....... 89.9 | 89.9 | 86.3 | 97.7 |INew Haven, Conn....| 96.0 |100.0 | 66.7 | 83.3 |[Topeka, Kans.1....... 87.2 69.4 | 69.4 
Dubuque, Iowa...... 3 89.7 3 67.9 |New Orleans, La.t....| 44.2 | 44.2 | 78.1 | 78.1 |[Trenton, N.J........ 106.8 76.3 | 76.3 
Duluth, Minn........ 116.7 {116.7 | 91.9 | 91.9 |INew York, N. Y..... 97,412 9525 | 73.4" |°79,1:\|Lulea, Oklat. 2. 0056 69.2 6222 183.42 
East St. Louis, Ill... .]100.0 |100.0 | 86.0 | 86.0 ||Niagara Falls, N. Y..] 65.2 | 90.9 | 94.4 | 94.4 |lUtica, N. Y!......... 97.4 81.8-| 81.8 
ELPaso, Texting os 57.7 | 57.7 | 68.5 | 68.5 |\Norfolk, Va.......... 85.7 | 88.9] 55.4] 58.7 arren, Ohio!........ 3 3 94.3 
Erie: Pa2.ccivc seo. 100.0 {100.0 | 72.6 | 76.7 ||\Oklahoma City, Okla.1) 66.2 | 78.9 | 72.0 | 76.1 ashington, D. C.2...} 85.5 9.0 | 66.2 
Evansville, Ind.t..... 100.0 |100.0 | 79.7 | 79.7 |]Omaha, Nebr........ 62.5 | 71.4 | 86.0 | 86.0 ||Waterbury, Conn..... PEE 7 2.4 | 82.4 
Fall River, Mass..... 109.6 }109.6 | 75.7 | 85.2 ||Paterson, N.J....... 106.8 |111.3 | 76.3 | 76.3 |/Waterloo, Iowa....... 3 3 65.4 
Fitchburg, Mass...... 3 $100.0 3 81.7 |\Pawtucket, R.I...... 93.8 | 93.8 | 82.7 | 82.7 ||Watertown,N. Y..... 3 : 3 85.4 
Blint;Mich.........- 96.2 }100.0 | 79.3 | 79.3 |[Peoria, Ill.t.......... 83.3 | 83.3 | 73.2 | 73.2 |Wheeling, W. Va..... {111.1 0 | 57.0 | 57.0 
Fort Wayne, Ind.1....| 80.0 | 80.0 | 50.2 | 70.3 ||Perth Amboy, N. J 3 1101.9 3 76.3 ||Wichita, Kans.1...... 78.5 .2 1100.0 |100.0 
Fort Worth, Tex... ..]143.0 |143.0 | 62.4 | 76.8 ||Philadelphia, Pa...... 90.0 | 90.0 | 73.9 | 73.9 ||Wichita, Falls, Tex.t..] 3 ‘ 3 54.7 
Fresno, Calif.t........ 3 54.1 3‘ | 72.4 ||Phoenix, Ariz.1....... 3 O17 3 78.7 ||Wilkes-Barre, Pa..... 100.0 .0 1100.9 }100.9 
Gatyetnd > sesh 204 100.0 }100.0 | 86.5 | 86.5 ||Pittsburgh, Pa.t...... 120.0 |100.0 | 70.3 | 8 Williamsport, Pat....} 3 ‘ 3 
Grand Rapids, Mich-,| 79.7 | 80.5 | 77.4 | 79.3 |[Pittsfield, Mass....... : |i00.0| 3. | ga.3 Wiluiceton: Dei: 93.8 | 93.8 | 64.8 08.6 
Hamilton, Ohio?......} 2 |100.0 3 55.1 |\Portland, Me........ 92.3 |100.0 | 88.7 | 88.7 ||Wilmington, N.C....] 3 : 3 64.8 
Harrisburg, Pa....... 115.0 |100.0 | 90.4 | 90.4 ||Portland, Oreg....... 100.8 }100.0 | 94.0 | 94.0 |/Winston-Salem, N.C.] 3 : 3 70.0 
Hartford, Conn...... 100.0 |100.0 | 83.4 | 88.9 ||Portsmouth, Va...... 89.6 | 86.7 | 55.4 | 58.7 |[Woonsocket, R.I..... 3 : 3 82.7 
Haverhill, Mass...... 100.0 {100.0 | 70.2 | 82.2 ||Providence, R.I...... 96.2 100.0 | 80.4 | 8 orcester, Mass...... 93.4 | 99 
Holyoke, Mass.......|101.9 [110.0 | 66.5 | 88.6 ||Pueblo, Colo.t........ Paleng| ¢<-:| oa elton Pye ae 3 0] a | S38 
Houston, Tex.1....... 52.8 |100.0 | 87.9 | 87.9 LCV LILA Ge anrcar was 3 90.7 3 80.9 |Youngstown, Ohio!...] 87.5 | 82.4 | 76.5 | 76.5 
SSeS ye, 5S EEL SS, a, | a Nn ae Neer! SEE Pea fener sae acim" ee i, PR aaa ei 


Note: This table brings up to date figures published in ‘‘Cost of Living in the United Stat , 1914-1936,” 5 —83; i 
Supplement to Conference Board Service Letter, April, 1938, Table 6, pp. 7-9. pe> heed te eens eee se tae 


1Natural gas. 
*Mixed gas. 
sAdded to the study in June, 1928, hence the indexes are not available on a 1923 base. 


January, 1939 MANAGEMENT RECORD zy 
= = 


TABLE $5: INDEXES OF THE COST OF COAL AND GAS AND ELECTRICITY TABLE 6; RATES OF CARFARE IN 9 CITIES 
FOR HOUSEHOLD USE, 1938 IN WHICH CHANGES OCCURRED, 


; 1923 = 100 DECEMBER, 1937, TO DECEMBER, 1938 
Source: National Industrial Conference Board 


Source: National Industrial Conference Board. Based 
on Data from American Transit Association 


Coal 
Date Anthracite i City Rate 100 
Potala ctaveqnd =eaaal ce | Bitue tricity i 
Coal Cheatant minous 
Combined} Stove | Chestnut Angustay Gate acer... css... $0.050 71.4 
Ss oO oh I SO CCCharriestn, S.C.......5........ .050 79.4 
acksonvilles bilayer ere eee 067 : 

poate] ie SEE CE : 86.2 85.2 85.1 85.2 88.9 86.4 d : ce ry 

ebruary........ 3 86.3 85.2 85.1 $542 89.1 86.4 Kansas) City, Kans...9:.-.). 00 063 90.0 

Marth Tc, x5 <2 86.1 85.1 85.1 85.1 88.7 86.4 KansasiC ity Mowe ee 063 90.0 

Dos] truer (ae SE 85.3 84.0 83.9 84.0 88.1 86.4 PongaBeachy Califia seams .060 100.0 

ay.. | 82.4 81.0 81.0 81.0 85.4 86.4 

June ee. ae a 82.4 81.3 Sie2 81.3 85.0 86.4 Eos Angeles; Califti.en ee 063 108.6 

uly. cece ee tl 82.9 82.1 82.0 82.1 85.4 86.5 MiamixB laters. nic Pee .050 100.0 

August.) 6 ee 4 83.4 82.9 82.9 82.8 85.4 86.5 San Francisco, Calif.2........... .058 116.0 

eaeoeged eae 0 84.3 84.0 83.9 84.0 86.3 86.5 N This table sh h f 1 
tober é 85.1 84.7 84.7 84.7 87.1 86.5 Note: is table shows the carfare rates only in the cities in 
November....... tan oT ete li Fe Sian) B86 xGUEME ors iea cates of eartare in coh of the 289 crtion Inca inn ke 
December....... 0 85.8 85.5 85.4 85.5 OF 7, 86.5 survey see “‘Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1936,” 
ace ve De aed supbiauen je Conaen Board 
ervice Letler, April, » table /, pp. 1U- 

Annual average. 2 84.7 83.8 83.8 83.8 87.1 86.5 1Weighted average; weights used are 85 for Los Angeles Rail- 


Note: This table brings up to date figures published in ‘Cost of Living inthe United States, WY Corporation and 15 for Pacific Electric Railway Company. 
1914-1936,” — 5, pp. 71-73; and in Supplement to Conference Board Service Letter, April, 2Weighted average; weights used are 65 for Market Street Rail- 
1938, Table 4, p. way Company and 35 for Municipal Railway of San Francisco. 


TABLE 7: INDEXES OF THE COST OF SUNDRIES, BY SPECIFIED ITEMS, 1938 
1923=100 


Source: National Industrial Conference Board 


Drugs and 


Date : Sundries Carfare he papa proce. Reading eigen fctiaes pie Tobacco Candy 

‘apna SE de ee eee 97.6 112.3 100.0 94.4 93-1 95.9 103.6 100.0 87.0 86.8 
ebraary ee aes 8. O15 112.3 100.0 94.5 93.1 95.9 103.1 100.0 87.0 85.8 
March..... 97.8 1233: 100.0 94.6 95.6 95.9 102.5 100.0 87.0 85.8 
April. . 97.6 112.0 100.0 94.8 95.6 95.9 10177 100.0 87.0 85.6 
SS UE tn Ase a eS OORT ME EE 97.6 112-6 100.0 95.0 95.6 95.9 101.1 100.0 87.0 85.1 
[oh ne eee Capes Aaae 97-5 112.6 100.0 95.0 95.6 95.9 100.6 100.0 87.0 83.9 
de ee eels Seas 97.4 112.6 100.0 94.9 95.6 95.9 100.4 100.0 87.0 83.9 
Teor ee Bc ae ae ang eee, ee 96.9 112.6 100.0 94.6 95.6 95.9 100.0 100.0 83.3 84.1 
September SSeS ee oe 96.8 112.6 100.0 94.5 95.6 95.9 99.8 100.0 83.3 83.8 
October. . 96.8 112.6 100.0 94.4 95.6 96.2 99.5 100.0 83.3 83.8 
INGVEINDEEL tater reo cate 96.8 112.5 100.0 94.3 95.6 96.2 99.5 100.0 83.3 83.7 
December sate Ser oa 96.8 112-5 100.0 94.4 95.6 96.2 99.5 100.0 83.3 83.4 
Annual average. .. 2. os a. >. 723 14255 100.0 94.6 9552 96.0 | 100.9 100.0 85.5 84.6 


Note: This table brings up to date figures published in ‘Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1936,” Table 11, pp. 85-87; and in Supplement to Conference 
Board Service Letter, April, 1938, Table 8, p. 11. 
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